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o3dd BEtaefstftuS s^au^Stii a Qa, 

e^ta e^3 dssi 3moic5ecl 4 Seats aetata, 

gBsfosiS^ oSjdSj? BciadtDiioco a Be! S9» 
rffflH, gs^Qtj ^tHd)33rf» tfs acj eirfgo <J flBeQS seueJ, ogB *6 da GOJxSQa 
SaiS,e (£<&$££ GsoS esesdnJsiJ ^BOisa £sxs&3rf,!idsW SdOS gSedS c&3j 

1932 jfS 9o I I $s cj(St 3a,e&i£el sdH 
^3^Bi iaSd( <|i(Sfl>s^ ( risen ogj edalgcs e&aBHjQ, csSsa ea&Szf^bsd^ , 
•«(5i<S<5€»£ agi sdtDisof OteSd' ' a^eao* as! sac Bg «pe;iod gSb»3, 

"dSsu gdiss'^ flie;e»J sn&sduS Q»t))£ as&cH? ass js o^fiijSi3 

3aia.(*ieo 3§cW; tx^Cno bqjo<5[0bT 33d* aafj^S **6«W jajasejS e3„ 
<?&3s>i* SBda qoS AC3S<5fE)rf f e»Ie3(5 a-swa Sjb aajoa o3&)» 3qi_ 
5tfii3 3a a3 oeScaO e;iS€)s adclOi ^sJsO <jhs« 
oCiSdt&id esfscoQssJ dSi3a 3a aaiaiis, *ed g3d &g «an*$sa 

Ddrf gqS£ eSod guica gaiD 3m , "»e» »d{Bt «i® 30® rfaajQO s£3 
suzf, 33 j gqS.cigj. dsaoD a9t»oJ BSOSD ema can ^3. " t ". 

e7 (jo Sjj a^orf esiQ sol a^j o^eaS. fio stsT OjSidi 3 goSSe (f^ajeJ 

$<q shJ fBesOd *i(f^?. t§9 t»c(3^ aof % s^a <r&d eceaetf adtfa* e<a»0£)nf 

Tiofc;?* <*a!9 $<q ObciS ffif 1 ™®^?' s«f tfseasfieVSi dsoa gfl^ Bed 

Btdsss&i cfis. 

s§ $g0 q;c5<jfli (fSeais ssjJojj sBdS, 

ady Ci3 deaaf tFtq&a, sa ? ^i 8 ^ 5d» cf» £^& ^Oaoro £dG(irf 

9<f(*j tf c3S ^t»3 ajJS 3£a aesfid o3o*J tsQdtQ, q£b cqdtDa'etf 
o3 3s8t3if ats^acdfflififtjec; ooOd gc(f a^se^ a^O gageS^ 

adti flfOoia Secalisoa. 

OejaS s E DosJ 9<iBe^a oe»B6{Sq Bg, 

9'<ftseejei daau 5zi>^du. 
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Second look at a legend 
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'®® goae SecasiSto. 
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0^0 ssdaiQa. <s®t» gda 
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g6«?? ®Q. eggjeO^ 
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s© 3©»» g^ci ca&f ®d» darfs 6gd» attrfirtOiS. d 
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Finally, Naw&gatteganm 
must foe commended for the 
play and its direction. Per* 
haps unwisely, l predict that 
in fc couple of decades *Suba 
sah& Yasa** will be regarded 
as a milestone in the deve- 
lopment of the Sinhalese 
Theatre, second only to Sin* 
habahu* 
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B. A. (Honours) Examination 

■^gk^^©^«^ l ...,^0,,^5«^.. ]i ^^^©«§, 

(i) .....^^>???.85Q....<S=^.^»e^.°?? (gas®)) 



(2) 
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tJQ<-*a.C)C<.-fteqafnci .h-^J^.T.'S-- ~..'. rt ?.?f?... ....... 

INDEX No U§.$ £9.5 .....was a candidate for the B. A. ( Hons. )Examination held 

in §&&if?!*kgZ 196.?... This candidate offered the following subjects:- 

(1) '...$?£<**>?. B&K# (Principal) 

(2) §$$.(<$k (Subsidiary) 

and reached the standard required far.^,.f?.9^Q^^J.S±^.l^^L2^^S:£) 

"I -5 c 9. i^- 



HWt@a6 «gc4 Sq-^ |sncs 

Effective date of the Certificate 
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Zfcpwfv Kmmm {Examinations) 











to*; NAWAGATTEGAMA RAMPATIGii SIMON 

... 

2. Date aad Flaee «f Birth* 1940.09.15 

Kaadubedagama - SftI LANKA. 

3. Nationality: SRI LANKAN 

4. Fasspert Ne: applied fer renewal. 

5. When and wher* issued; SEX LANKA 

6. Current Festal address: ^B/3/12 Seysa Flats - Meratuwa. 

7. Permanent Festal Address: Nawagattegama, Galgamuwa. 

8. Marital Status: Married. 

9. Particulars ef the ehildrea: 

1 . S. Nawagattegama - Male - 14 years 

2. M. Nawagattegama - Female - 12 years 

3. K. K. Nawagattegama - Male"- 7 years 
h. S. S. Nawagattegama - Male - 2 years 



""« 



10. Acadamic/Prefessienal Qualif ieatieasi 

1. vB.A.H»n#urs (3ec«nd class) 196$. 

Univ«rsity ef Ceyl«a. 

2. Fe st- Graduate Geurse 
Deplema in Education (DRAMA) 
University ef Caylea 1970* 

V\ 3. ^fl^st-Graduate Ceurse ia TJaestrey 
\Xj /lFr»ducti«n - 

I FV elk sweater" - Reateek and Berlin 

Hin the Germaa Ocas er at ie Republic 1977. 

i+. Professionally trained in 

A. Theatre dir eating 

B. acting 
G. Lighting 

D. Sets and deeor 

E. Costumes, 



11. Details ef publieatiens: 

1. Literature and Art Criticism, 1973. 

This is a relume ef eriginal research papers 
dealing with preblems ef aesthetics in Theatre 
and Cemperative internatienal Literature. 

Sub-tepics are: 1. Perm & centent. 

2. Cencept ef Beauty in art. 

3. Freedem and Art. 

4. Preblems ef Culture heritage. 

5. Sesial respensibility ef the 
creative artist.;* 

6. Traditien and Innevatien. 

7. Artistic Image. 

8\ Bevelepment ef "Realism" threugh 
the histery ef the weria Theatre. 

2. Three eriginal plays (Texts) 1972 - 1975 

3. Twe velumes ef Shert Steries 1961 - 1971. 

4. One Nevel (in twe velumes } 1979. 

5. Merethan 200 studies in the ferm ef magazine and 
newspaper articles en varieusCemt super ary preblems 
ef Internatienal and Natienal theatre and Literature. 

(All these publieatiens ceuld be submitted at the interview.] 



12. Working Experience; 

1. Writer and Director ef original plays 

1971 - "The River" (wen 3 awards at the National 
Theater Competition. ) 

1974 - "Subha saha Yasa" (A tragedy) 

557 performances. 

1975 - "The Woman* (Sthree) 

130 performances. 

1979 - "Black and White" (Sudu saha Kaluj 
57 performances. 

(This last play is beting predueed in the German 
Language by the Velkstheater Restock - 
German Democratic Republic.) 

2. Teacher in secendry Government Cell ages in 
SRI LANKA from 1965 - 1976. 

3. Visiting Lecturer 

1 . Lionel Weadt school ef Theatre. 
2. Chitrasena scheel ef dancing. 

4. Occatienal lecturer in the University and ether 
Theatre circles and associations. 

5. Training my own theatre greup "Suba saha Xasa 
Family". 









13. Present Employment: 

Professional Theatre Director 

(performing my own original plays all over 
Sri Lanka) 



Earning Bs. 1 0, 000-Bs, 15,000 a month, 

14* Rofrees: 

1. Professor Eraaritus, ii.A, Fh.d. D.Litt. 

Dr. E. II. Saracchandra, 
Epitamulla Road, 
Pitakette. 

2. Mr. Chit r as ens, 

Chithraaena sea**l of Dancing and Theatre, 
Colombo 3. 

3. Director, 
Department of Culture, 
Colombo 7. 



Promising to abide by all the rules and 
regulations and to render my services to your utmost 
satisfaction, 1 beg to remain, 



Sincerely yours, 



t 
Hawagatt egaaia R. Simon. 
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350 TH PERFORMANCE 

(THE MOST EXPENSIVE JOKE IN HISTORY) 

SUBA & YASA 

KATHIRESAN HALL, 
BAMBALAPITIYA 

27 TH JUNE 

2.30 PM & 6 30 PM 






TiCKETS:- MC CALLUHS, SAMS 

DASA INDUSTRIES - DALUSAMA & KOLLUPiHYA 

LION HOUSE BAMBALAPITIYA 

GOLDEN BELLS - WELLAWATTA 

PRIYANKA — MARADANA, 

SIRl MEDICAL STORES MARADANA 
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Simon goes to the Bible 



" Subha saha Yasa's" author 
Is working on a new play about 
Biblical characters. 

By Karel Roberts 



Playwright-novelist Simon Navaeathe- 
gama walked into the "Observer" editorial 
office carrying a copy of his new book 

'Sansararanaye Darf dayakkaraya' The Hun- 
ter in the Forests at Sansara,' — But before 
he began talking about the book he got crried 
away with his latest 'obsession. — certain 
characters from the Bible from where he 
is drawing Inspiration for a new play he 
is working on. He believes an artist has to 
, be obsessed with something to be creative 
Two Biblical figures in his play are 
Judas Iscariot who betrayed Jesus Christ 
and Barabbas, the common criminal who 
the mob wanted released instead of Christ, 

Simon Na"agatheg^mT, son of the Wan- 
ni whoie own life could be inspirational 
"to a playwright — he broke away from 
P'jradeniya whe»e he rs reading History, 
Philosophy and Sociology to eo back to 
his village in Puttsl-m and live by hunt- 
ing. — came back into the acade- 
mic mainsream and was granted soeoiil 
permission to obtain his decree in History 
at Vidyod-tya. He believes in the free flow of 
life and th-*t marriage should not restrict 
one from this sense of freedom. He is 
married with schooigoing children i. 



#; 




Philistinism 



His most successful play, 'Subha saha 
Vasa,' which has enjoyed great success and 
still draws large audiences wherever it is 
performed — placed him in the forefront 
of Sinhala playwrights in the last decade. 
Of his new book the novelist says: 'It is 
a product of my imagination.' He says it 
Ik an adanunt stand aea'nst Philistinism 
in isolation in his own world of individua- 
lism. He says he his not compromised with 
snv twmular literary forms. He has gone 
hack, he says, to the old banakatha tradi- 
tion. 

He has already received encomiums 
from those well versed in traditional lite- 
rary forms.' Sadly, he savs a higher edu- 
cation student wrote to him saying that he 
did not understand the book -t all. But the 
author isn't surmised at this reaction since 
the student would probably have been bred 
on modem Sinba'a literature and the 
comic strip, he says. 

Na^aeathegam* complains bitterly about 
the ajrents of cheap commerce li sat ion who 
t»ke advantage of the genuine artist trying 
to preserve intel'ec tnal integrity and create, 
something beautiful engage in study and 
e-snerimentation a*»d get his work across to 
i'ie neo"ie, He feels stifled in an atmos- 
phere that is perm rated with chea? values. 

Artists these days he says are too busy 
with commercial ventures, mtny of them of 
a nersonal nature. He had taken a ?ift of 
his new ^ook ' the 

new building he was putting up, lost 

song bricks and mortar 'leave the book 

ere. I will read it later,' be called out 

the top of the ladder without bothering 

even step down for hospitality's sake. 

Navagathegama says he was discouraged 



'every step of the way' In the creation of bis 
new novel. But he was Inspired by a friend 
living in the United States to carry on wri- 
ting it, He was P*M almost a 
pittance by some local publishing firms 
for his first few books. 'Subha saha Yasa' 
brought him nothing, he says. 

"In spite of" his solitary struggles 
with aesthetic forms he says his *Hunter* 
derives its form and content from the 
depths of mass experience of our country.' 
It is only one volume of a massive epic 
he has planned to write. He hopes to 
publish the second, novel soon. 



Traditions 



Navagathegama at this point misses 
the presence of Martin Wickremasinghe 
who he says talked often about the tradi- 
tions we should embrace in an attempt at 
creating a new literature for our people. 
The other new book recently released is, 
curiously, or perhaps not so curiously, tm 
'Bryan de Kretser and his Ideas.' I n y 
book Simon Navagathegama has written 
the introduction and translated into Sin- 
hala writings of the gmardtan a ngel of the 
handicapped children ef Prrthipwra. 

The playwright who once said that be had 
elements of both Subha and Yasa within 
irons supporter of men like 
Brohi*- 

were recognised and *p- 
.he Sinhalese people before 
they died. 

£ The stylised design on the dust cover 

of Navagathegama's new book is by S. H. 

Sarath. 
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Simon 

Navagaththegama 
no more 

Simon Nava- 
gaththegama, the 
well known nov- 
elist and drama- 
tist expired yes- 
terday at his resi- 
dence after a 
brief illness. 

Simon (65) was 

a father of four ----- 

and was a well known social work- 
er who worked for the uplift of the 
poor rural folk. 

Simon who carne to the pity from 
the rustic village was the cynosure 
of the city dweller with his lothe- 
what controversial novels like 
"Sansara Aranye DhadajyrUvkaraya 
and "Sagara Jalstya Madhi Enduvva 
Oba Hinda", and the stage drama * 
Sub* $$&\2 Yasa" based on histori- 
«fil events. 

Saaie of the novel* he wrote 
Kjeruoe lamou* when the small 
screen c^nmred the minds of its 
rtudi&tic&, Re bad won several 
iW^ii fffl hfe literary work, 

ftfa &m&?*d arrangements will he 
orvilffed let<ev, 
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SUBHA + YASA 

Written + Directed by Simon Nawiganegam* 
Produced by K. B. OodangolJegama 



**•* NOT TO 8E MISSED 
ick HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
it RECOMMENDED 



The controversial lad brilliant play Subha and Yasa is bulldozing along valiantly, amd will be the first ever stage 
production in Sri Lanka to be doing 100 public performances j n about nine months since the premiere. The Hundredth 
incidentally , ; wiU be on about early- March and the eighty- eighth performance will be at Anula Girls School, Nugegoda 
onthelOth of this month Tlusisthe kind of play you c an write a book about and we apologize for the sad lac* of 
space in this issue to do any justice to the plav. However, we sa »n be discussing definitely in out next issue whether 
Simon Nawagattegama is another Cheeky Copy-Cat or not. Hai he copkd Jean Annoailh s 'Beckett', Albert Camus' 
'Caligula' or his philosophy, or Shakespeare or Wild*, so a°d so and so and 10? 
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A play for all seasons 



Dr. Wimal Cissanayake 



Simon Navagattegama's 

•Subha saha Yasa' will be 
staged tomorrow tor the 130th 
time. Considering the fact 
that this plav first came on. 
the boards only just over a 
year ago, this is indeed a re- 
markable achievement. As a 
matter of fact one cannot 
think of any other Sinhala 
play which has had go suc- 
cessful a run as *Suba saha 
Yasa' in. recent times. 

How can one explain this 

great success story in the 
Sinhala stage. Apart from the 
flamboyantly theatrical per- 
sonality of the author, I be- 
lieve, one can identify a 
number or causes as having 
contributed to the success of 
this play. Firstly it has for 
ts story an episode from the 
listcry of Sri Lanka which 
held a terrifcle fascination 
throughout the centuries. It 
the story of how Yasala- 
aka Tissa came bv his end, 

sed the extinction of his 
dynasty, by his proneness to 

Ucal Jokes. 

Simon Navagattegama sensi- 
ively explores this enisode 
giving full play to his creative 
imagination, and the outcome 
"s certainly very endearing 
le is chiefly concerned with 
probing the psychological 
ferity that lies at the bot- 



tom of the puzzling relation- 
ship between Subha and 
;Yasa and this naturally 
brings him up against various 
: social and political issues of 
I the first importance. 

Secondly while narrating an 
i historical episode bringing 
l«ut its authentic iravour the 
' author is also interested in 
/commenting on contempo- 
rary society and conveying a 
■vision of modern life. As a 
»tesult he has to shuttle back 
land forth in time. The dexte- 
rity with which he has accom- 
}>Iished this task contributes 
n large measure to the suc- 
cess of the play. 

Navagattegama is a shrewd 
playwright. He has incorpo- 
rated a number of quips and; 
punch lines dealing with topi- 
cal issues' into the body of his 
play. He knows very well 
the weakness of the audiences 
for comraente of this nature. 
This courjled with his natural 
verbal brio impart a great 
vitality to the nlay. This, X 
would, think is the third fac- 
tor which ensured the sue* 
cess of 'Suba saha Yasa', 

Fourthly 'Suba saha Yasa' 
contains that right blend of 
seriousness and comicality 
needed f.o sustain the un- 
flagging interest of the audi- 
ence. The plav has for its 
theme a subject which has a 



great appeal to most of the 
theatre-goers — the natu'-e 
of political power. The politi- 
cal astuteness and moral as-) 
tringency with which this' 
theme has been explored in- 
vest it with a deeper layer of 
significance. At the same 
time Navagattegama is skilifui 
enough to employ humour, 
and even buffoonery, for 
this purpose. 

Fifthly the style of acting 
and the general tenor of the 
production help to reinforce 
the central meaning and at- 
mosphere of the script. 'Subha 
saha Yasa' contains a story 
instinct with life and the 
playing and the production do 
full justice to this aspect. 

Although 'Suba saha Yasa' 
Was greeted with undeniable 
enthusiasm it was not with- 
out its critics. Some quarrelled 
with the message of the play. 
Some felt that it lacked unity 
in that a few of the episodes 
had little relevance to the 
mam action. Some others 
Were quick to detect echoes 
of jean Anouilh, Samuel 
Beckett and Albert Camus. 
Whatever its shortcomings, 
Simon Navagattegama's 

'Subha saha Yasa* continues 
to play to large audiences 
both in the urban and rural 
areas. In the ultimate 
analysis, thia is what really 
matters in the theatre 
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cassf ag§®raa0© <S;gdi jns®Oaa*Sss qDdOaOsf 
mssi g3ta !s<3a!rf©!a ^a(sa2saacai£J Sta gt^ta. 
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S5®ad Qztfg!, tojstesfzg®!) 2>>ae>rf©55?roS ®s» 
%§4gca. 3#«<3, 6®sssf tsSSs-f ^ararf®^©© 
Ig^u. castas. ®B fe^ B^»irf ®S^ 

gcfae® Sea^ateed 2§®ad BsfcS tocfee? 
?5©& in Ssa'os?©© s^Sj ©®®3S3®<i fftS=esaa 



®S3.a ^Oc §®g §© <j Su ga-^a^ j^, 
oiSie&Zii areas sqsjsstBi zSS® Sgjrf ®ef ed®a6c5ca 

gSD. ea3©jrf ggK ^QSjSgBCS ei§®'© de©(i 

e©&:f SsasafS SajGson* KSsfO @toa gg a 
g^doEigd ®Qs> ®» B$ssq8gaf 0(S§d ifOaj 

6®i^srf Ee^&jei 8el2 2£Oi>e«0 $ BSes ®©<adS 
(■;e3£Od®«as§ £>L»Q OZ5?3c3. 

v S:E5@<st asssa©,' 'ssaEjd dQca ©^ toigDa gj® 
tosrfi;', '■&*&#%$&&<£ 40ci2^22!jdc3D', 'fg$[c ®e* 
fflaaQ', sjs&SHjta, esSad Os^ca soar* 235(33 SSada 

'e>ras> ad-SB 2§d t (^©(39*\ '-ffloejjSjsf esasfts 
jaae^«?o ©d«Sca2s?\ ''getec^-', *ei^'. 'ggeass 
sag* css> zmQx qj|M ®S?JSs®0 ^2^50^ 3iS® 
sa@ o3©25^ zsaOis ssf®8lg>©ca$ Sotoes® 08 
S&sjno SSsa©^ 'fgS »ss <aea' tsan smObco 
2gg;3. 

®cirf gSe^J §^S^ gg eaa©jrf euiwtg^ sS>e®3 
Osjj S3 ©a%cb© ^da^®3 6<^e a>e Eg® § 
gtsadca fpE)j3K5sf£)®ci c»»«a des©<32rf 2©e ffl: » 
®^5osf s&S® afieso© fica ssj&a rf®rf@®G3S tfgag© 
ep sftjjSSssf q, cfgrf© oS&SosxaffiT ^ cstea- 
^S5« 2s;@g£«. ®§9 ®sm£ £3toeg2ss® §>»©c®ei 

6)3 £$fta£J 6lSlsS ®<rf g©3 £fd §^e^ £fC3Ef dl51 

C^S C32rf2S@Q^2n S»K3a!3®taiS qD:s23f»s)Qdca25 
®essssf ©eiSta ffiidS. ©sag© isxadstS, 'i4 Crfa' 

g^©easrf ©caa^ e^S©S3f 2SdSa«St3 sag '22 Srfa' 
sn^Ssca Sja Vfaemd ^5©g^ ijima® ^» :SS 
®j«Sca!sf erf s>[?s^gcfl saisScat" 

»3c)33®a d5rfoa^si©caS aS^ss^ SSO § e, 
ea°!$tf<«£g 4 Sg®g ^ 3cag c»^ ®3&»<bb3t ^ 
©®ot» ad@2rf caSSsrf 2B6©HKca ad 4^ t fl, 
'a-c^gsa-atoca" ©029&>;>8js5 mjOuca <^ §<^OdS 

e&d dMw(3 ©o^23M©& ^ ®^ada eS3. 
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SIMON NAVAGATT AGAMA'S new Slnhala play 
J 'Puslo4an M will b* staged at bambini *m Monday January 2& 
In this picture are the iwo main <jh*rac*ers Lalitha Saraeh- 
thaiidra and Simon Navagatta&ama, 



TODAY 

SIMON NAWAGATTEGAMA'S 




1 with 

Simon Nawagattejrama 

Lalitha Satacchandra 

at LtMBINI — 6.30 p.m. 



g 85 ©®d" ©S)(sC3^(5sf @<53^d f , CD°S^d© ^g £> ©6-53©;^^^ ®^ 
§6 d-CCSS? CAJ51 055(3 ®23g5f^ S3iK5i«g« > ' BSttESf CTi.20 6538325 d35^S5 gj $ 

<5q)$ ds52s> g <£ ^a^atf «M§®. s®Bs5 SHJgs^ @© is @di© tb&itszdi" 
35®!^ OTaOsaoa dSffl3 ©ssi^e® ®®® £3330^)(ScS^ §gS3>dSs5>39w5o8 
CgOaSKSi 1971 f f, ^<a«£ esd«fi j^d^c® 2 ^" -SDoDsaea gees 

tB^Oa^CS 2S(5 03^85? ^SC 1 ^ Q^OJC £3te3 AcO ©Osg ©SsdzT! 

g^5ea-e£c3Q <f§3t3*»' sa^ ©^afiDi^S 8cc. qq <?o 6§ 955*820 
(f g^@gJS^ ? q f 6© §gs>> ^8eida8© C£3 23 ©caso d£s33 ssidsn 

C<£ ^g^ © <£a®23 S£> 3 83SG0£§. 

sSS©Q ®© c^ssf ©ssj®g©- ^ftJec^S"' ®f 6® g^o^ssi^dffic 032 ^^ 

sDaOssi <§q®ss$ @9£0£3 dSoscS §8£)s5f8ca ®£3o ©3. eSSeics 
«^cs Sig ©©■<£? ea^'8©c3' ©E^eaS, <go>o© ^g^C 3 ffliSH^easa ®s? 

$6c5cs e^sS®© asdfs qq ®© ©ad© 8£>3 ©^ssJ ©Stf Q;.8Hf g ^itsraT 

dJsaoSjSad S^gS) «£§^Cfl£55 T $t*». &<5Vi ©, 6*5* ^5ESf $8f £>(* f <£)SS? dbffiJ 
€3®ad £5)®e3£2'^ ^ <S©© C3ig© S8£) «d©dtO©c3*tf §6© g S0®ab 

g<£cT(gSS> ^©SitfE* *8c3a ©$cC25? ®g]#3S©G33^© CfiZ5f&}® 
qt*5i. @2Swa©sJ g^C3g£S 6"Ss3 ?de5C<^t ^^ <fSSS59« gc^cuia ©§3©S? 

63®as5 3oo ©<^oaooes3 d"Ss> ^dsjc 23 ^©s) ^>o§8 ^SfsT^SJa ^as^sdoa 

4S33D353SS5od©G3l55 OgUO ^ZSfS© "gd®gJS)o" dSK)5e^30 ^^OO^^KcO 

iSdS©® f @©^ IJJiHs odf afiO« §=s. 
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5^©a><5© ^fiaegSJ @©s8£5 OaC3x(^ ca^©<£? <50;J®€SnC& 

!©ca^^o8 ®a £>6coa C£)gsf©?5i €>ea ^igdi wc5€>e)^g 
<s£)«Sa3 ©a*5?de)a? ^fi<M6co soa eea<8s5^c:8 8^zfo0 

es®3c5 essstea csdaStf ©aijca co £> £>£>#>« o£a 
©a <$5o-2d «:«sf«sJ ®a£&s3 ©@®B«eo @c£ ©cog> 

£Jda sSooEJa &c 3 > &® ©«©£>» §§8essT .©j£5>«0 $i«S 
^aSfcadcO 8gS>$ c^-e^d @e*£©a ?©0 &>C® ©^ 

©tfvi»iiS93> &i&>, eac5^co^@CE)^ ©§> ea^iO 
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gS<f£i aig® o^jai ®*J6 
auexuaf 3)iiT! *a«eiea>B5 

sS®3^? <*& ' gstera eiss 
jn^sslWf, uSSsrf sseswtf 

®sto. S ep®B, 6(1 aoii't! 

BiiKSi* aaa^ii. axdij&f *® 
aoajwsQ SJt^-6 5*0&B> 
^fiS ^nS! gS<iJ 3*e® 

J<S® oipfii S-^CcstMrf ipa 
■jaa't® *Sfe eSsisf sisOa 




-j cb-f , ' g iSue, j'Si . ' M»Qm v.- 
ulteizrfcJaosS qgefrasf 

aSiis^? asSm^ sniO» 3»E> 
tan &&tt>S!<5isi La® i&S eas 

®4Stf »® SMiiJJiJ SlQj <we® 

&sf w-3«0 (jsnaajsi *3> 6m 
S3 awxsitpl iSa&BiEo ast 
aajgsraD' z8(i3 8*asri8i0 

SgSssjee, a® s^sSef 
a-coi •s»*»s»fjt*irf »3L;i 

*3>S^, tag <j Sad 9?<5«5. 
^sSij? S® (fQ®i^c3 q^D 

&3q£kXO @0^l @*J3&} (313} 

<f*90 ssijroiS sSizS n®, 

(0®JO*(4, M»Sisfiu ei^®srf 
ogt; SjiSaT *6assf !gii!03s?S!ai 
6 is>jt-a ^ijsrn ochm aOgn 



®«tfO(3»iSS5 <hq8s> §Qa3 
Q8ttxm>®8f ssjOoa *Oi? 
CO "13 iB t i^S ow^sa <&cs ^CJ t d 

3 ®»J S^Cf SiEMjSasf 35)3)5 

sarfS. dij-iScj Si^ 9t=teiQ 
ejSsrf sjSuO© js»easfi>(Ji»al 
E&6ktffii3»Ei mwinai esse 6© 

a^orfznu gflEtofie® JSse 
gate* Ca gaf*BfBi* 

una gsf»£. i;3^3 

SCO'^BtSl tSSIt Ct«g® (3JCS! 



-> in®, cos? sSBid^ tfo«tt 

i}SS adt-f fflt^e 1956 

««aa 35sn ua/Sosij ^(j^s? 
«>w £&<visS 30 Scia Old 

aSJW»e4»044. 
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toft? q|jtf i^* 5 * ■§£ ^^» *>^ 8 

• ■• iS<J*M^' 2£*stf£ gi® Se9a3<a$ «adS . . 
g« ,, „ $02 „ „ „ 6 



>i 



«l 




d" tggsrf tSdaea g^a p &a»S yi^ fea ens* «»«©$. 

JJggasi®, er^«cjes3, ^f)£Se5>, a2®»£5sD epeawEOca oirag *d sSdiaenoo iS3S ggg ©SffijSejg 
SiSaeaS sncsS SS» i3)3S oStfsrf aeusS*;? aSao>S Sj^oe (NATURALISM) »» c6fi»5des4oo 
(REALISM) SisSsOTssS'cSaitiSS-iJ'fas'irf ssiseJ^P cecSj&ia> e^tS <s®8*coirf SeSSffisco endSsrf 

«K>isa@ @£e3&>38«> sa»<5o8£)edT4«s» »t% eesidrgdi odeJad Ss-iJS 9§«* ®s»d© taQessf 
®»rJ asisaJ^? §^»jssf®saE) ijjSfniace esc,d) -bom <gtS®jffi^ S^ga.iwS ©<s«i 6© <j>fSoo»»co 
6;a»!B sK»ffid, <j®a ©#e>®?K3 g<s?«5©c>S ^i®cfsa ajdiSsil StSf^sa ®es° £>® $«S«0)M ©toid 
qjdi aoccj roc* tatdfctfesl f^Sccjf radK^sri" etaetf*;? 

A. «®stf oaeftaj teOa&S}? fftSca cgdi ®sni© aeoss racsmataocssf s&Ssi.g 6® ®<£>t3ao*Ss3> goeaf 

cess* asnsej tSd^a«6(» ea<§ £$${? 

e^*-0»o® ScW csofi o<otS figSiaf £©<;, isuQey @£tSasjj8fsn 8®j9sri stasrf e® $><*as 88S 
oatrf»(rf •«a<s c f<:P "est® @s"(.S ^eea5,e«Js, SdeSsca^ «sn©9d ssjjSffl K^ef q>o« <B®g«S 
8o*0© qfBssSjg.aJ' smiiisSS 8£j£»®««f fis®g<$ «•>*>:>©«*©«?«." csk> Sa»srfs>sctf a toss* 
©05 «§$$$$? 

©C«3 o^SSS ga^jstf ds @c»Q e^sa® §} eKJt3®«r Sfs3Js3tt© ©a&g*8s [<fctfs ediS- 
®«a oga Steis «&*csT EnSD-j satdL^oesJ «i8®© «CDrfs5co»a SgeaS,] <5© eo3«g soSeS^P 

®*dttH8*©Q efa^Stj) 3§Ki»Sco Bs-gd.-sassn So^easfJ Cceac ©£S3 «<** djstf»J<;os0 ®a csv§ 
^ : S : 1 £ ' es tad® q- x »a ^Stsj.ojaa SgS® es^tS a^sjg&i" ©ra Sss©JS3^<a ®c?a S@w 
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osjOou Baaufff ecfiJi^ 
'oditJcj' jniSoxa "Uitfrajifiia 
adsm 1 u^BOioia ®flrf 
sdJsxS Si^ad act tfl) 

CglgiJg^Ol (f2roi8<Scrf tttfl! 

autri adJto<& ^■xt^iSa EQznf 

jbcJot C^iS- 

EtdSsa sounniS! q&q g£< . 

uocotuO ecsje, mtjjBoJta. 
"^ {I a» |g is 8 c cS <s 

ScmsBo" «S5 ef^aocJ atrf®j 
•oii3 nai edjola c°cs'»3 
fan gtsO oOiS tsrasEiri 
Bin atslmaiSt ts»X> a6id- 

(3033 «OOGO} 4<S3dO titSl 

■mm 5) ; S ffi;Ss »8g<;- 
autrf jfltfut^scs aiffliO 

BsJ«trf tScj» «<o esut 

oio! ta®a. «8SirfS cty 

SuJ an StSif &aIGs) <; iSo 
®m« «v~s. sSbjoI EStita 
'»m«*' e l <fi ccuagmoi 

aici«Sie SGicf SOosj mo 
.gQiW eSos «D?tS3£Q 
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<} C> S> ft) J OJJ" tWtSttlO 

S3>a»i3<8m' dcMfim q^ 
erf eg^«MSf S»g ®igcaJ 

BtjJ SiitS. fE):l lS<54^ltjf 

•irf roi,BS* 8|ja<; f*(icd 
eS>«StsJ ^eJSSsJ UJiSiSca 

£Sd«5c" e *B oo L t9 <;? 

tSwirfmC utngg*<fod3 
qa «rotoc*Q c3m*itrf §o)3 
(fC5«siid g^ f»- ifleag 

ijasrasJi; dK>iffl mjsJ<;Jc3u 

«asj ta^nfisa «^o est 

ia t 3» (0^9 <fi§0)8 «J» 
a3mu f ^Soaf «csiO a.tfl 

Odiefei KtaOoumrf tSuirif 

Od$iS(3u«f rtjMSs^a 
doaie^tSjaBfi uOttiid Lin 

K>lg, <f6 **aci (f3(5 dM 

»taJ o®|. 

t?6oaT «S«j «Siri a««(n.i3) 
•off q L id ca^fi, a)^aj o t tf«fl 

00)69 flgftlaj tegEJfil 9^E{J 

• #ag Bi£>a miCa qSaiKiiUf 

do Bifimi* asijsrBB. iBaSci 

eiC3cc&acaiO ^vs^se cj 4 <f^S 

1*>BO »;3»qf BftsJ tft'Q 




rao 9 giJEoaaJ gal aiOof qa 
»ga(ito»J BttJ «i!fl»o ctig^ 

•!«». ass. ^eo ofltaojJ 
4<;«x*>K> ccuj.ciid BciBtsj 

t;Senst «3Bil 0^3.^ oil..; ^v 
oat aaiO <nm. ea«l * B sf <jij 

•(,'oroiln? meat m& afn 
^Qajs)« t joila a<j.«o)»(jjHfq) 
Jfi*» « ^ a ts ivniftuaf t; i aes. 
OqiJi «!.<; ogiaaf aia wlS ad 
0«(S fan <mdtSO amdtn 

<BaT ««3^ai9 eSej ffljoa C(j, 
lftdiO«Qadif £ii#a<;©ia#a«^^m 

avm in^'a a>SQ>siu 0$ adfai«6 
a^s*" 1 !** bJjOb &(•>•& fc:> 
flCicsj*^ cr«a c&Qaa&si 0&i 
gaiBiia ao» a>efad«>a ante 

©SsiarfQ e> caOiSO »miaef 

0)031 <flO). ilJ* 0<ASC3U(9O 
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«to iJSsec miwiajic ^n aB 
CQicf<i «* esm «£» t a«{. 
<ftuaoO ao^aiEt ocfoiSaisJ 
sutsiifl eoi6af e«4*t3, »)£» 
gdi^ toviJ jrf 0)1® s^t^^ ®ita* 
s^aai aS^raifi Bqs)}i(si«j»inir. 
*jaS *«)^ <nt3>aS<S a^;tn*i 

ac(oi9 onAss 83 iieS 6«g» 
s3(t jflgJoJi; jfltfonio EiedoJin 
fladii^jo) 1 ^o^gnaaJ «££^<a»d 
■ ta:U*f H eags3. ^^raa^^tajaG 
isSs o>« tflguffj tirji atfJiftaf! 
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Simon Navagattegama: 

Tribute to a literary legend 



By Adttha Dissanayake 

It would not be an exag- 
geration to say my heart 
sank to my shoes when I 
heard on the radio, on my 
way to work, on Monday 
morning, Simon Navagat- 
tegama had passed away. I 
kfieiv 1 would be assigned 
the task of writing a tribute 
to him, and for the first rime 
in my three months at the 
Sunday Observer, instead of 
facing this challenge with an 
overdose of enthusiasm, I 
wished I could run away. 1 
knew whatever I write 
would not be an atoms trib- 
ute to one of the greatest 
writers our country has been 
blessed with, Yet, here 1 am 
trying to achieve the 
unattainable. 

Simon Navagattegama, 
the award winning novelist 
passed sway on October 9. 
Another candle in the liter- 
ary arena is no more", No, 
H©# bland the words seem 
to bid farewell to someone 
whose life symbolises the 
true meaning of the word 
Bohemian. For, none ha* 
lived the life Simon Nava- 
gattegama lived, None 
dropped out of the Universi- 
ty of Peradeniya, half way 
through his degree and went 
off to live as a hunter and a 
fanner in the Vanni, none 
returned to complete the 
three year degree, under 
special permission within 
eight months, and none 
strayed from the conven- 
tional paths set by society 
the way he did. A rebel in life 
as well as in his work, he 
was a hunter whose prey 
was the human psyche. 

On an evening as the sun 
bids adieu to the world, he 




Simon Navagattegama 



would read a slim volume of 
Chekhov's short stories. 
While reading a story by 
Kafka, he would chew betei, 
and smack his lips as if he is 
tasting the story. Reading 
Professor Sarachchandra he 
would recall an event in his 
own past and a story would 
begin to form on the tip of 
his pen... till finally he would 
write a "long -short story"; 
one in which the paragraphs 
might claim kinship? with a 
short story of Chekhov, with 
a novel of Martin Wickra- 
masinghe. with a story 
heard in childhood, with a 
dream he had in the early 
hours of the morning. 

Characters would emerge 
from the misty past, 
maimed, distorted waving 
their mutated aims and legs, 
wailing for the attention of 
the writer, wishing him to 
make them perfect. 

Bom on September 15, 
1940 educated at Maho 
Vidyalaya and Anuradhapu- 
ra Central College, he lived 
a life of a non-conformist, 
roamed the country with a 
restless mind and stopped 
now and then to record 
what he had gleaned of the 



mechanics of the human 
conscience through his 
work. Having written bis 
first collection of short sto- 
ries at the ' age of twenty, 
tided Ohuge Katkamt, with 
his best creation, 

"Sarvsartmyuye 
Dadayakkaraya", he would 
have put to shame works of 
Salman Rushdie or Chinua 
Achebe had he written it in 
English. 

Among the five stage 
plays he wrote Suba Saka 
Yasa was claimed by critic 
Gemini Akmeemana as a 
masterpiece which proves 
thai the (its to of governance 
has not changed from 2000 
years ago to date. An actor 
as well as a writer, he 
starred in movies like Pre- 
msvanlhGyo, Thumveni 
Eha, Kinihiriya Mai and 
Bawa Duka. 

Lei tkbs short biography 
suffice, lest I too become a 
ludas, for as Oscar Wilde 
once said, "Every great man 
has his disciples, and it is 
always Judas who writes the 
biography"- U;i this uncon- 
ventional tribute bring a sar- 
donic grin to your lips, the 
way he would have Wanted 
it. 

There is no death they 
say, only a change of 
worlds, f do not know 
Simon Navagattegama, 
vthere you are right now. 

But 1 hope you will find 
everything you loved in this 
world from your golf cap to 
the brown corduroy 
trousers, from the cigarettes 
to rhe mice, to whom you 
dedicated "Sugara faiayit 
Modi Handwt>a... " whereev- 
er you are. You deserve the 
best. 
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